






































Chenny: Department of Economics, HEC-Montreal 
St-Amour: Department of Finance, HEC-Montreal, CIRANO and CIRPÉE 
Vencatachellum: Department of Economics, HEC-Montreal and CIRANO 
 
 
Corresponding author: Pascal St-Amour, Dept. of Finance, HEC-Montreal, 3000 Cote-Ste-Catherine, Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada, H3T 2A7. Email: Pascal.St-Amour@hec.ca, tel.: (514) 340-6556; fax: (514) 340-5632. We 
acknowledge financial support from the FCAR. We are grateful to Ruth Dupré, Paul Lanoie, Mary MacKinnon, and 
especially Pierre-Thomas Léger for helpful comments. We thank Robert Shell for a stimulating discussion and the 
staff at Mauritius Archives for their assistance in accessing the notarial acts. All remaining errors are ours. 
 Abstract:  We construct a unique data set from succession and bankruptcy sales in 
Mauritius to investigate the determinants of slave prices between 1825 and 1827. We 
find that males, females sold with children, skilled slaves and slaves sold during the 
peak sugar cane harvest season all fetched higher prices. In comparison, 
handicapped and non-native slaves were sold at a discount. Moreover, the young-
children premium increased over the period. This may indicate that slave owners did 
not think that slavery would be abolished in the near future or thought that they would 
be compensated in such an event. 
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